
GOOD MORNING - PLEASE TAKE A SEAT

MIDDLE OF ROOM

Central

Netherlands – France –
Belgium – Switzerland –

Germany – Austria – Poland

FRONT OF ROOM

South

Portugal – Spain – Italy –
Bulgaria – Croatia – Slovenia –

Greece – Cyprus – US

BACK OF ROOM

North

Sweden – Iceland – Norway –
Finland – Denmark – Estonia –

Ireland – UK – Canada

Industry partners
Mix throughout the room



FEGGA 
European Greenkeepers 

Conference

Helping advance 
sustainability in golf 

in Europe





1.Update on EGA activities

2.   Key Projects

• Communications

• Data

• Technical

3. Water Stewardship Workshop

MORNING SESSION
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Sustainability Plan 
2025 to 2028

LEADERSHIP IN SPORT, SUSTAINABILITY 
AND CLIMATE ACTION



Sustainability strategy

Objectives

• Improve understanding and collaborative action by 
national Federations and allied associations

• Gather evidence to strengthen proactive 
representation in the European Union

• Help further align commitments, activities and 
outcomes across European Golf







Framework
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Communications



EU advocacy actions to date

Awareness raising EU policy monitoring 

• High-level meeting with 
Commission DG SANTE

• Dissemination plan for EGA 
Turfgrass Roadmap and on 
disease pain points

• NGO access to documents 
between EGA/Commission

• Green Sport Manifesto signed

The EGA is a recognized 
stakeholder

• Briefings on key policy topics 
(e.g. PPPs, fertilizers, nature, 
water)

• Timely policy updates 
provided in EGA’s WGs.

The EGA is on top of the policy 
agenda

EU expectations of EGA

• Setting targets and 
direction of travel

• Data generation 
• Sharing knowledge and 

best practices
• Continued dialogue at 

the EU, national and 
local levels 



The EU sustainability agenda

Pesticide use Fertilizers Water Nature

Climate targets – 55% by 2030 and proposed 90% by 2040

1. SUD implementation
- Ongoing audits at 

national level
- Upcoming stakeholder 

dialogue (TBC)
2. EU continued restriction 
of active substances.
3. Fast-tracking 
authorization for 
biologicals.
4. Digital recording of 
pesticides use as of 1 
January 2027.

By October 2028, all 
products falling under the 
definition of fertilizing 
products must be 
biodegradable in soil and 
aquatic environments. 

Includes Controlled Release 
Fertilizers

Objective: reduce 
microplastic pollution and 
promote sustainable 
practices.

EU Water Resilience 
Strategy non-binding target:
- Improve water use 

efficiency by at least 10% 
by 2030.

Firstly, Member States are 
encouraged to set national 
efficiency goals based on 
their national specificities.

The EU’s Nature Restoration 
Law aims to restore at least 
20% of the EU’s land and sea 
by 2030. Specific targets 
concern 
- habitats (30% by 2030, 

60% by 2040 and 90% by 
2050)

- Urban areas (no net loss 
of urban green space by 
2030)



EGA advocacy actions 2026

EGA Advocacy Objectives

• on top of the EU agenda
• regarded as a positive 

force for sustainability
• broaden focus to 

include water and 
biodiversity

• ensure political access

Deepen dialogue with DG SANTE on Sustainable Turfgrass Management, IPM 
recording and reporting,  and pesticide use

Meet new DG SANTE team responsible for SUD

Initiate “intro” meetings with DG ENV water and biodiversity units

Engage with DG Education and Culture:
- Green Sport Manifesto follow-up
- European Week of Sport participation (23-30 September)

Engage at political level:
- EU political event “celebrating nature” at Solheim Cup Week



EU Green Sports Manifesto

1. Put in place a sustainability governance 
structure

2. Produce a sustainability strategy covering EU 
Green Deal topics

3. Measure and report progress yearly, across 
operations/events

4. Support green sport cooperation and 
knowledge sharing

5. Develop, use and share tools

EGA is the first European 
sports organisation to sign.

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/bd32022e-8d26-11f0-bfe2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en


Solheim Cup 2026

EGA Sustainable Golf Forum

Day One
Internal session amongst 
Federation sustainability 
leads

Day Two
Open conference with wider 
golf sector stakeholders, EU 
and national level political 
engagement
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Data



Data Working Group

Valentine Godin (AFGOLF)

Marc Biber (DGV)

Maximilien Lambert (ffgolf)

Carole Kerrey (GEO)

Clara Pacitti (Burson)

Torben Kastrup Petersen (DGU)

Rony Epelbaum, EGA Sustainability Co-ordinator

PROGRESS TO DATE



DATA WORK TO DATE

ISEAL Data Working Group

Data mapping, inter-operable 
systems, claims, government 
recognition



DATA FRAMEWORK



Priority 

Turfgrass 

Metrics

DATA WORK TO DATE



DATA WORK TO DATE

EU Regulation

Digital Pesticide Recording

------------

Legal requirement across all 
Member States by January 1 2027



DATA WORK TO DATE

EU Digital Pesticide Recording Regulation



EU Regulation Requirement

DATA WORK TO DATE

23



Data Connectivity Mapping

• Mapping of:

• Systems and tools

• Data types

• Levels of existing data

• Explore how to:

• Harmonise metrics

• Connect data sources

• Process and analyse data for useful outputs for different 
audiences

DATA PRIORITIES 2026



DATA PRIORITIES 2026



EGA Data Survey

• Sources of data

• Types of data

• Volumes of data

• Current uses of data

• Future needs of data

• Urgency, barriers and opportunities

DATA PRIORITIES 2026
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Technical



TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP

Maria Strandberg, 
STERF, Sweden

Chair

Dr Robbie Fitzpatrick
GEO, Scotland

Alexander De Fries
Netherlands

Janne Lehto
Finland

Alexandra Almeida
Portugal

Alessandro da Luca
Italy

Amandine Lucchin
France

Jonathan Smith
GEO, Advisory Support

Rony Epelbaum, EGA Sustainability Co-ordinator



European Golf

Safe, responsible and sustainable management of turfgrass

SUSTAINABLE TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT 
ROADMAP 2025 - 2030



10-point plan of 
priority 
voluntary and 
co-regulatory 
activities 

1 Human safety and environmental protection precautions 

2 Integrated Pest and Turfgrass Management

3 Monitoring, reporting and target setting

4
Consumer education (golfers)

5
Practitioner education

6 Targeting pesticide use on specific playing surfaces

7
Applied research

8
Technology – equipment 

9 Technology – plant protection products

10 Partnerships and collaboration 

Responsible and Sustainable 
Turfgrass Management



European Golf -
Turfgrass Management

Overview of most significant 
weed, pest and disease challenges



Cause of problem Where on the golf course Where in Europe Type of plant PPP*
Degree of impact
on playability

1 Dollarspot
(Turfgrass disease)

Primarily greens, but also on 
tees and fairways

Across Europe Fungicide +++

2 Microdochium patch
(Turfgrass disease)

Primarily greens Northern, Central 
and Atlantic regions

Fungicide +++

3 Goosegrass & Crabgrass
(Summerweeds)

Primarily fairways and tees, but 
also on greens

Southern Herbicide ++

4 Broadleaf weeds
(eg. dandelion, daisies, clover, 
plantain)

Primarily fairways, semirough 
and mown rough

Across Europe Herbicide ++

5 White grubs/chafer grubs
(Pest)

Can be prevalent across course Across Europe Insecticide +++

6 Leatherjackets
(Pest)

Primarily on greens and tees Across Europe Insecticide +++

7 Spring dead spot
(Turfgrass disease)

Can be prevalent across course
– bermudagrass only

Southern Fungicide +++

8 Pythium
(Turfgrass disease)

Can be prevalent across course Southern, Central 
and Atlantic regions

Fungicide +++

9 Excessive growth due to nutrient-
rich recycled irrigation water

Can be prevalent across course Southern Plant-growth
regulator

+

10 Insects in trees
(Pest)

Ornamental trees on the course Southern Insecticide -

European Golf Turfgrass Management
Most significant pain points



Knowledge Centre
Current Collaborators



• Building a shared resource as a central point of reliable 
information on key aspects of golf and sustainability

• Amplifying research and guidance through considerable 
signposting to original sources

• Non-commercial, developed and presented in 
partnership with leading golf and scientific bodies

• Pioneered in Europe, with regional steering and review of 
research and guidance by EGA TWG

• Collation of content also helping spotlight gaps in 
knowledge, including priorities for research and guidance

Purpose



Three Key Hubs

Knowledge 
& Information

Support 
& Action

Results 
& Inspiration



Science & 
Research

• Peer reviewed and applied research 
materials from universities, institutes, 
federations and other industry bodies

• Summary of key learnings, with reference 
and link to host website or journal

• Filter by location or topic; sort by date of 
publication; toggle for peer review

• Future addition of free search function



Research Agenda

• Inventory of ongoing and planned research 
projects around the world

• Place to share ground-sourced ideas for new 
research priorities



Guidance & 
Toolkits

• Practical guidance on best practices and 
projects, including non-golf and golf-specific 
action and activity kits

• Summary of key learnings, with reference 
and link to host website or journal

• Filter by location or topic; sort by date of 
publication; toggle for peer review

• Future addition of free search function



Highlights & 
Case Studies

• Library of over 3,000 Highlights showing real 
examples from golf facilities, new 
developments and tournaments

• Addition of longer form case studies, also to 
include international and national golf 
associations
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2026 Acton Plan 
Priorities



ACTION PLAN 2026

Detailed briefing on EU 
water and nature policy

Build Data 
Connectivity Map

Guidance on using
Turfgrass Roadmap

Deliver Sustainable Golf 
Forum at Solheim Cup

Share
Water Roadmap

Launch
Knowledge Hub

EGA Members
resources

Release updated
Sustainable Golf 

Framework Document

EU Regulatory
Guidance

Data 
Guidance Document

Data and water
survey
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Any questions?



WATER 
STEWARDSHIP

WORKSHOP



Introduction
Regional working groups
Coffee
Group Feedback and Discussion
Wrap-up and Next Steps

Workshop Structure



Water deficits and depleting aquifers

Water Challenges



Water deficits and depleting aquifers

Flooding risks and impacts

Water Challenges



Water deficits and depleting aquifers

Flooding risks and impacts

Extremes of wet and dry

Water Challenges



Water deficits and depleting aquifers

Flooding risks and impacts

Extremes of dry and wet

Increasing demand

Water Challenges



Water deficits and depleting aquifers

Flooding risks and impacts

Extremes of dry and wet

Increasing demand

Water quality

Water Challenges



WATER STEWARDHIP ROADMAP
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EU Directives, Regulations and Relevant Initiatives



WATER STEWARDHIP ROADMAP
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Image and reputation

Licensing and permitting

Metering and pricing

Catchment demand management



WATER STEWARDSHIP AND RESILIENCE ROADMAP 
2026 - 2035

Action plan for responsible and efficient management of water resources  

European Golf







FEGGA CONFERENCE 

WATER STEWARDSHIP WORKSHOP

LET’S DIVE IN



Hear directly from the European greenkeeping community and sense check where the sector 
currently stands on key aspects of water stewardship

Purpose and Goals

Identify priority pressure points and opportunities facing golf across Europe — technical, 
regulatory, political and financial

Shape a European Golf Water Stewardship Roadmap and inform updates to the Sustainable Golf 
Framework - Water Stewardship - focus areas and best practices



GROUP WORKING

PATRONS ROOM 

AND OUTDOORS

Central

Netherlands – France –
Belgium – Switzerland –

Germany – Austria – Poland

FRONT OF ROOM

South

Portugal – Spain – Italy –
Bulgaria – Croatia – Slovenia –

Greece – Cyprus – US

BACK OF ROOM

North

Sweden – Iceland – Norway –
Finland – Denmark – Estonia –

Ireland – UK – Canada

Industry partners
Mix throughout the room



GROUP TASK

SELECT THREE WATER 
STEWARDSHIP 

PRIORITIES FOR YOUR 
REGION

DISCUSS EACH IN MORE DETAIL

-----------------------------------

PROGRESS AND SUCCESSES

BARRIERS AND CHALLENGES

FUTURE NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES



Fair Pricing and regulation

Golfer / consumer engagement

Diversify sources 
and supplies

Gathering data 
and evidence

Protection of 
water quality

Collaborate within 
catchments

Pricing and 
regulation

Resilient 
landscaping Efficient use Adaptation to 

flooding and erosion

Further research 
and knowledge

Golfer 
engagement

Greenkeeper 
education

Public 
communications

PRIORITIES FOR WATER STEWARDSHIP

Select top 3 priorities.  Discuss each.  Successes; challenges; future needs and opportunities.
Nominate a reporter to track and share key points of discussion.



Reporters to share each group’s insights.

Priorities. Successes. Challenges. Future needs / opportunities.

Open conversation.

GROUP FEEDBACK AND DISCUSSION



Review of workshop information 

Technical Working Group

Association Survey – Data and Water Stewardship

Drafting and sharing Roadmap

Final working version in usable / adaptable format

Next Steps



Thank you for contributing!

Please share any follow up perspectives or sources of 
information with:

sustainability@ega-golf.ch and robbie@sustainable.golf
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