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About me and
Golf Sustainable

“SEI DU SELBST DIE VERANDER|
WON:

More than 20 years as sportswriter,
editor-in-chief and book author in
professional golf

Golfer

Founder of Golf Sustainable

More than 200 course visits regarding

sustainability in the last six years

Member and advisor in different expert

groups for sustainability in golf
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Communication
with a purpose

» Building long-term relationships
WinterTurf newsletter

An petra@golfsustainable.com

View this email in your browser

* Focus on communicating content and
WinterTurf Project L .
Novermber 2025 engaging in dialogue with target groups

The WinterTurf project is led by the University of Minnesota, in collaboration with
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Michigan State University, University of

Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy Research, and hundreds of golf course

 Image cultivation and building trust

Massachusetts, lowa State University, Oregon State University, Rutgers University,

Welcome back to the WinterTurf newsletter. This newsletter will bring you
. ' project updates, new resources, and event announcements. For more
CHANGING THE BUSINESS OF GOLF: 'l ‘ ‘ ~e 5 S background about the project, see press releases from the University of

MY BEST ADVICE Minnesota and Michigan State University.

Featuring:

Maria Strandberg

Director, Turfgrass &
Environmental Research, STERF
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Greenkeeper Federations
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Direct Communication: Media: o ““”;:f PR Agency:
| « Newsletter e Print & Online =  Placement of
g « Social Media « Podcast 2 o messages

* Discuss
credibility risks

« Workshops & Events « Events

Greenkeeper Public Law makers Sponsors

Golfer
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Climate change

Image inabill

0 Sustainability means fast and

oroblem under unexpected
pPressure changes
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Trust - the
cornerstone of
successful
communication




In times of fake news
and Al trust Is the
gold standard In
communication...

...but how do you
Increase credibility?
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Grassland Resea

RESEARCH ARTICLE

Quantifying golf course water use efficiency using three water
balance models of varying complexity

Michael A. H. Bekken' (2 | Dimitrios Pavlou' | Jingyi Huang' © |
Chase M. Straw” (0 | Christopher J. Kucharik® 0 | Douglas J. Soldat'

'Department of Seil and Environmental

E 5 Science, University of Wisconsn-Madison, Abstract

& Madison, Wisconsin, USA Background: Three water balance models were used to quantify water

# *Department of Soil and Crop Sciences, Texas efficiency on 71 golf courses in the United States. The golf courses were §

& ! I n d e e n d e nt A&M Umniversity, College Station, Texas, USA arated nto five gcographic rcgions'

L“ “Department of Plant and Agroecosysiem Methods: The United States Golf Association (USGA), Tipping-Bucket (T
' Solentes, UsSverety of- Wikcong Msiun, and Agro-1BIS (AG) water balance models were used to estimate golf cou

water requirements. Actual water use was divided by the water requirem
from cach model to generate three water efficiency scores for each golf cou
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Biodiversity project - wild bees - University of Freiburg

Reserch

Michael A. H. Bekken, Norwegian Institute

for Bioeconomy (NIBIO), Reddalsvesen 215,

4886 Grimstad, Norway.
Email: michael bekken@inibio.no

Handling Editor: Mike Richardson

Funding information
None

INTRODUCTION

(WESsGa. WES 5. and WES ).

Results: The mean WES;4;4 was 1.16, the mean WES; 3 was 1.25, and
mean WES, ; was 1.17. Thus, golf courses in this study used between 16% ¢
25% more water than predicted by the three models. The coefficients of v
iation of WES ;sa. WES i, and WES, ; were all 0.45 or higher, indicat
that some golf courses used significantly more or less water than predicted
the models. Rooting depth, irrigated area, and soil texture were especi:
important modeling parameters for the golf course water requirem
calculations.

Conclusions: While onsite evaluation should still be carried out to verify
assumptions made by the water balance models, the models are promis
tools to quickly identify golf course superintendents who are likely to be us
water efficiently and those who could use less.

KEYWORDS
golf course, irrigation. modeling, resource use, turfgrass, water

resource research in the region to determine how
courses could be irrigated more efficiently or coul

Water is perhaps the most vital resource that golf courses  irrigated using effluent or reclaimed water (Benl
use. making it especially important to understand water et al., 2017; Garcia-Gonzalez et al., 2015; On
use efficiencies on golf courses. Golf course water use is et al,, 2015; Perea-Moreno et al., 2016; Salgot et al., 2
especially concerning to state and local governments in Water use data on United States golf courses
arid revions of the United States. where climate chanee is been collected nrimarilv by a series of survevs

Water project - Texas A&M - University of Wisconsin

Madison
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Transparency
IS mandatory

But what does
transparency
mean?




=
M
i
7))
@)
=
=
e
1L

practical tipps
for better




|al

collaborateur has

the most
i

ity?

h potent

IC

05
Whi
cred

W CET R R ES R R IR A S N B P
£

Ressources do
you have?

<

o
-
2]
S

BRI

e

PEHARI

?

=
®
S
—
)
O
>
2

target group

Who

TS T A
OV RS

d
?

10N

IS your

i
data basis an

your
argumentat

02
How sol

AR S RSB SRR LS O b

IS

tto

te th

communica
I)

year

the one
IC you wan

01
What is
top

T
T S M R AT v T TP P L T ) IR




Example:
Golf I1s good for
biodiversity

* Collect reportings and data from
scientific resarch programs
« Team up with a credible, nationwide
Known program or institution.
e Develop one communication project for
both partners:
o Press conference
o Website and SM content
o Include official authorities in your
communication.




"The single biggest problem in communication is
the illusion that it has taken place." —

George Bernard Shaw
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